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Education 
 
2011 Habilitation (Venia legendi; Assoc. Prof.) Social and Cultural Anthropology, 
University of Vienna 
 
1999 PhD with distinction Social Anthropology (Ethnomedicine and Medical 
Anthropology), University of Vienna, 1999 
 
1995 MA Social Anthropology (Ethnopharmacology), University of Vienna, 1995 
 
 
Fields of Specialization 
 
Medical Anthropology/Ethnomedicine; especially Anthropology of Infectious Diseases, 
Migration and Health, Ethnopharmacology; Qualitative Field Methods, Museum 
Anthropology 
 
Region: Africa, Europe 
 
 
Academic and Professional Posts 
 
April-May 2018: Consultant World Health Organisation (WHO) in the Lassa fever 
emergency response, Nigeria (through GOARN) 
 
May-July 2017: Consultant World Health Organisation (WHO) for the Ebola Viral 
Persistence Study, Sierra Leone 
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October-December 2014, March-June 2015, November 2015-March 2016: Consultant 
World Health Organisation (WHO) in the Ebola emergency response, Liberia 
 
September-October 2014, May 2016: Visiting Professor at Gulu University, Uganda 
 
2011-present: Associate Professor at the Medical University of Vienna, Centre for Public 
Health. 
 
2009-2011: Assistant Professor at the Medical University of Vienna, Centre for Public 
Health. 
 
2009-2015: Lecturer at the University of Applied Sciences Campus Vienna 
 
2002-2009, 2013: Lecturer at the Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, 
University of Vienna. 
 
February-June 2006 Fulbright Visiting Scholar at the Harvard Medical School, Department 
of Social Medicine 
 
2001-2009: PostDoc (part-time) at the Medical University of Vienna, Institute for the History 
of Medicine, Department Ethnomedicine  
 
1997-2001: Research Assistant (part-time) at the University of Vienna, Medical Faculty, 
Institute for the History of Medicine, Department Ethnomedicine  
 
1995: Academic training at the Austrian Society for Ethnomedicine  
 
 
Projects 
 
2020 Co-PI: WWTF Project in the Program “Covid19 Rapid Response”: “Risk factors and 
working situation of health workers in the Covid-19 epidemic” Together with Galateja 
Jordakieva, University Department of Physical Medicine, Rehabilitation and Occupational 
Medicine; overall budget MedUniWien 50.000,- 
 
2019-2021 PI: EU project (as Principal Investigator and Workpackage lead) in the framework 
of Horizon 2020. „A Global Social Science Network for Infectious Threats and Antimicrobial 
Resistance (SoNAR-Global)“. Project coordinator: Institut Pasteur, France; 11 partner 
countries; overall budget 3 Mio Euro; MedUniWien 340.000,- 
 
2017 Co-PI: Qualitative process evaluation of the Ebola Viral Persistence Study in Sierra 
Leone. WHO Sierra Leone  
 
2014-2017 Project partner: „ACRP6 - EthniCityHeat - KR13AC6K11022“, in cooperation 
with the University of Vienna and the Boku, Full project funding through Climate and 
Energy Fund; overall budget 289.000 Euro; MedUniWien 64.000,- 
 
2016 Project advisor: EUR-HUMAN European Refugees – Human Movement and Advisory 
Network, Third Programme for the Union’s action in the field of health (2014-2020). 
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2012-2015 Project lead: “Master Course Medical Anthropology and International Health”, 
Gulu, Northern Uganda. Full project funding through APPEAR, the Austrian Partnership 
Programme in Higher Education and Research for Development; overall budget 153.000,- 
 
2015-2016 Project lead: Health care workers and communities post-Ebola, WHO Liberia 
 
2014-2016 Project lead: Psycho-social situation of Ebola survivors in Liberia, WHO Liberia 
 
2011-2015 Project partner: EU-Project: Human Resources for African Primary Health Care. 
In cooperation with: University of Witwatersrand, South Africa; Mbarara University of 
Science and Technology, Uganda; University of Botswana, Botswana; Ahfad University of 
Women, Sudan; University of Bamako, Mali; Aidemet Ngo, Mali; Oxford University, UK; 
 Ghent University, Belgium (Coordinator). Financed by the EU-Commission through the 
FP7-HEALTH.2010.3.4-1; overall budget: 3 Mio Euro; MUW 183.00,- 
 
September 2011-January 2012 Project lead: Implementing a “Master Course in Medical 
Anthropology and International Health,” in Gulu, Uganda. Preparatory funding through the 
Austrian Partnership Programme in Higher Education and Research for Development 
APPEAR, overall budget 13.204,- 
 
2008-2009 Project lead: Geophagy: Collection and analyses of geophagic samples from 
Africa. Supported by the Medical University Vienna, Austrian Agency for Health and Food 
Safety AGES, Macaulay Land Use Research Institute, United Kingdom. 
 
January 2008- January 2009 Project lead: Access to health care among Turkish migrants in 
Vienna, supported by the Hochschuljubiläumsstiftung Vienna, overall budget 5.000,- 
 
July 2006-2010: Aids project in Tanzania. “Tunza – Aids Project Njombe” Supporting people 
living with Aids, supported by private donors, action medeor, and the Austrian Ethnomedical 
Society, overall budget 10.196,- 
 
February-June 2006: Medical anthropology: approaches in didactics and theory. Harvard 
Medical School, Department of Social Medicine, funded by the Fulbright Commission, 
overall budget 7.500,- 
 
February 2005: Biodiversity and sacred forests in Unguja, Zanzibar 
 
July/August 2004: Holy forests and traditional strategies of conserving biodiversity in 
Southwest Tanzania 
 
December 2003: Organisation of “Hunting Food – Drinking Wine” International 
Conference of the Anthropology of Food, XIX Congress of the International Commission 
for the Anthropology of Food (ICAF) in Poysdorf, Austria, funded by the Wenner-Gren 
Foundation, the Vienna International Airport, Lower Austria Culture and private sponsors 
 
September 2003: Ethnomedical paintings from Tanzania. Supported by the Austrian 
Ethnomedical Society. 
 
February 2003: Indigenous use of gyrinids and dytiscids (Coleoptera, beetles) in Uganda 
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April 2001: Nutritional anthropology: production of pombe (local beer) in Tanzania 
 
2000-2002: Qualitative evaluation of the project: “Therapeutic Touch” among breast cancer 
patients in the Kaiser Franz Joseph Hospital in Vienna, funded by the Felix Mandl Fonds, 
Vienna 
 
January-February 2000: Fieldwork in Tanzania „Reflections on previous research“ 
 
September 1998: Video documentation: Exorcism in Waliso, Ethiopia; indigenous use of 
gyrinids and dytiscids (Coleoptera, beetles) in Fitche, Ethiopia 
 
October-December 1997: Ethnomedical fieldwork in Tanzania, granted by the Federal 
Ministry of Science, Research and Culture, Austria 
 
December 1995-July 1996: Fieldwork in Southwest Tanzania on traditional medicine of the 
Bena with a grant of the Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Culture and a grant from 
the City Council of Vienna  
 
 
Lectures and Seminars 
 
 
Medical University of Vienna, Mandatory 
 
802.004 Thema 12 Medizinanthropologie und globale Gesundheit. Block 6. Der Mensch in 
Umwelt, Familie und Gesellschaft “Medical anthropology and global health”; since 2003 
 
807.009 Kapitel 3: Ethnomedizin, Ethik und Interkulturalität. Vorlesung im Block 22/23 
Public Health, since 2014 
 
807.010 Ethnomedizinische Aspekte von Alter, Sterben, Tod. Kleingruppen im Block 22/23 
Public Health, seit SS 2005 
 
851.028 „Medical Anthropology and Global Health“, Basic lecture PhD Program Public 
Health 1, since 2012 every SS 
 
561655 “Ethnomedicine and cultural history” Clinical Block 11 “Heart, circulation, blood and 
vessels”, SS 2005-2013 
 
Medical University of Vienna, Electives 
 
851.101 “International Health and Humanitarian Work”. Lecture series organized with Mina 
Lahlal, Simone Böll and national/international lecturers. WS 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 
 
896.037 “Bekämpfung und Prävention von Epidemien in Ländern des Südens.” In der 
Ringvorlesung “Mehr Gesundheit für Alle? Auswirkungen von politischen Entscheidungen 
auf Frauen und Männer. SS 2018 
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896.034 “Der Welten Schmerz – globale Aspekte von Schmerz”. In der Ringvorlesung: 
Leiden Männer anders? Mythen, Fakten, Erklärungsansätze zum Schmerzempfinden und 
Schmerzerleben von Frauen und Männern. Seit WS 2017 
 
896.035 “Diversity und Medizin: Kommunikation zwischen ÄrztInnen und PatientInnen, 
interkulturell betrachtet”. In der Ringvorlesung: Was ist schon normal? Ansätze für eine 
moderne, personenbezogene Medizin. Seit WS 2014 
 
510040 “Methods of ethnomedical fieldwork”, Medical University of Vienna, from 1998-
2006 
 
510051 “Ethnopharmacology and ethnobotany”, Medical University of Vienna, from 1999-
2005 
 
501887 “Medical Pluralism”, “Inequalities and health” within the lecture series “International 
Health” 2006 
 
560101 “Special Study Module SSM1” SE Medical Anthropology (with Armin Prinz), 2003-
2009 
 
562873 “Special Study Module SSM2” SE Medical Anthropology (with Armin Prinz), 2005-
2009 
 
562953 “Special Study Module SSM3” Project study Medical Anthropology to prepare the 
Master thesis in medicine, since 2005 every year 
 
501823 “Qualitative Methods”, 2000-2005 
 
 
University of Vienna 
 
695215, 240042 “Introduction into Ethnomedicine/Medical Anthropology”, Faculty of 
Human and Social Sciences (part of the module MAKOTRA) (with Bernhard Hadolt), 2002-
2010 
 
240082 “Inequalities and Health”, SE, Faculty of Human and Social Sciences (part of the 
module MAKOTRA) 2008 
 
240041 “Health, Illness and Politics in Disadvantaged Countries”, SE, Faculty of Human and 
Social Sciences (part of the module MAKOTRA), (in English) 2008/2009 
 
240160 “Applied Medical Anthropology: The politics of inequality and disease”, SE, Faculty 
of Social Sciences, (part of the module MAKOTRA) (with Mag. Elena Jirovsky) 2013 
 
 
University of Innsbruck 
 
“Qualitative fieldmethods“, within the University course „Community Health“, from 2002 to 
2004 (in English) 
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University of Applied Sciences, Vienna 
 
Master Program Occupational Therapy 
 
L04.011 Qualitative methods, 2009, 2011, 2013 
L04.009 Medical anthropology 2009, 2011 
 
Master Program „Advanced Integrative Health Studies“ 
 
L25.010 Qualitative Methods. 2013/2014 
 
L 25.011 Analysis of Qualitative Data (with Mag. Dr. Yvonne Schaffler), 2013/2014 
 
 
PhD Theses completed 
 
Mukooza, Esther: Cause and illness experence of „nodding syndrome“ in Uganda: Local 
perceptions and implications for interventions. Faculty of Social Sciences, University of 
Vienna.  
 
PhD Theses in progress 
 
Supervision  
 
Jeleff Entscheff, Maren: Antimicrobial resistance in hospitals: assessing vulnerabilities and 
engaging communities. Medical University of Vienna. 
 
Hübl, Lena: Yellow fever in Uganda: Local perceptions and socio-environmental factors. 
Medical University of Vienna. 
 
Nnyombi, Aloysious: The social course of “Infant Dental Mutilation” among the Acholi in 
Northern Uganda. Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Vienna. 
 
Doctoral Thesis Committee 
 
Seidler, Yuki: Gesundheitsversorgung asiatische Mütter und werdende Mütter in westlichen 
Ländern - eine vergleichende Studie basierend auf den Erfahrungen von japanischen 
Migrantinnen in den USA und in Österreich. Medical University of Vienna 
 
 
Approbated MA and MD Theses 
 
Gribi, Janna: Vaccine Hesitancy am Beispiel der Masernimpfung in Österreich: eine 
qualitative Studie zur Meinung von Hebammen. Medical University of Vienna, 2019 
 
Moser, Margerita: Vaccine Hesitancy am Beispiel der Masernimpfung in Österreich: eine 
qualitative Studie zur Meinung von Eltern. Medical University of Vienna, 2019 
 



CV Ruth Kutalek 

 7 

Gutkas, Karoline: Vaccine Hesitancy am Beispiel der Masernimpfung in Österreich: eine 
qualitative Studie zur Meinung von Expertinnen und Experten. Medical University of Vienna, 
2019 
 
Traugott, Marianna: Geophagy in India. Medical University of Vienna, 2017. 
 
Hawliczek, Annelies: Children and their care in case of violence in Lusaka, Zambia. Medical 
University of Vienna, 2016. 
 
Höllersberger, Carina: Essen im Kontext von Diabetes mellitus Typ 2 aus Sicht von 
DiaetologInnen. Master thesis, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Vienna, 2016. 
 
Reindl, Eva Maria: Sprachbarrieren im Gesundheitswesen. Medical University of Vienna, 
2015. 
 
Gahleitner, Edith: Mental health of survivors of domestic violence in rural Northern India. A 
qualitative, intersectional approach. Medical University of Vienna, 2014. 
 
Hübl, Lena: Geophagy among pregnant women in Northern Uganda. Medical University of 
Vienna, 2014. 
 
Güttl, Lukas: Geophagie im Norden Ugandas: Erfahrungen und Einschätzungen von 
Gesundheitspersonal in Gulu Town. Medical University of Vienna, 2014. 
 
Leick, Stephan: Geophagie bei nicht-schwangeren Frauen und Männern im Norden Ugandas. 
Medical University of Vienna, 2014. 
 
Schrempf, Katharina: Implications of task-shifting to mid-level health care workers: A 
solution to the human resource crisis in Sub-Saharan Africa? Medical University of Vienna, 
2014. 
 
Day, Courtney: Parental refusal of childhood vaccinations in Vienna, Austria: A qualitative 
exploration. Master thesis, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Vienna, 2013. 
 
Ebner, Lisa: Der Zugang zum Gesundheitssystem für nicht krankenversicherte Kinder in 
Österreich. Diplomarbeit, Medical University of Vienna, 2013. 
 
Miller, Stefan: Ebola in Uganda. Medizinanthropologische Aspekte humanitärer Hilfe. 
Diplomarbeit, Medical University of Vienna, 2013. 
 
Von Maltitz, Thordis: Barrieren beim Zugang zum italienischen Gesundheitssystem für 
Roma. Diplomarbeit, Medical University of Vienna, 2013. 
 
Unterguggenberger, Maria: Was ist grün? Eine explorative Studie über die Bedeutung 
psychiatrischer Diagnosen und deren Integration in den Alltag aus der Sicht von Betroffenen. 
Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Vienna, 2012 
 
Schirmer, Eva: Light up your skin – light up your life? Verbreitung und Verwendung von 
hautaufhellenden Produkten in Ubon Ratchathani, Thailand. University of Vienna, 2012 
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Haderer, Petra: Sprache und medizinische Qualität. Eine Analyse zu Auswirkungen von 
Sprachbarrieren auf die Qualität der Gesundheitsversorgung von MigrantInnen im Wiener 
Spitalswesen. (Language barriers and quality of care for migrants in Vienna) Master Thesis, 
Intercultural Studies, Danube University Krems, 2011. 
 
Manousek, Matthias: Schulischer Stress und Leistungsdruck: Auswirkungen auf Gesundheit 
und Wohlbefinden bei Gymnasiasten zwischen 15 und 18 Jahren. Master of Science in 
Occupational Therapy, Fachhochschule FH Campus Wien, 2011 
 
Dilsiz, Tayyibe: Übergewicht und Adipositas bei türkischen Migrantinnen. Medical 
University of Vienna, 2010. 
 
Biyikli, Elif: Diabetes mellitus Typ 2 bei türkischen Migrantinnen. Medical University of 
Vienna, 2010. 
 
Rotter, Kerstin: Transkulturelle Aspekte von Schmerz (Transcultural aspects of pain). Master 
Thesis, Intercultural Studies, Danube University Krems, 2010. 
 
Seebacher, Simone: „Del VIH a una vida positiva“ Analyse alltäglicher Lebensbereiche HIV 
positiver Frauen im Großraum San Salvador. (Daily lifes of HIV positive women in San 
Salvador). Faculty for Human and Social Sciences, University of Vienna, 2010. 
 
Weber, Yasmin: Tschetschenische Asylwerberinnen und ihr Zugang zur 
Schwangerenvorsorge. Ethnomedizinische und strukturelle Aspekte. (Chechen asylum-
seekers and their access to maternity care. Ethnomedical and structural aspects.) Medical 
University of Vienna, 2010. 
 
Höfinger, Uta: Tuberkulose in Dharamsala: Public Health Aspekte und ethnomedizinische 
Hintergründe der Tbc in der Exiltibetischen Gemeinschaft Nordindiens. (Tuberculosis in 
Dharamsala: Public health aspects and ethnomedical background of Tbc among exile Tibetans 
in North India). Medical University of Vienna, 2009. 
 
Gahleitner, Werner: Home-Based HIV/Aids Care in Tansania. Soziale Netzwerke und 
kulturelle Aspekte in der Gesellschaft der Maasai im nördlichen Tansania. (Home-based 
HIV/Aids care in Tanzania. Social networks and cultural aspects among the Maasai in 
northern Tanzania). Nursing Sciences, University of Vienna, 2009. 
 
König, Veronika: Transkulturelle Kompetenz in der Medizin. (Transcultural competence in 
medicine) Faculty for Human and Social Sciences, University of Vienna, 2009. 
 
Dressler, Dominique: Interkulturelle Kommunikation in der stationären Rehabilitation nach 
Unfällen. Erfahrungen und Ansichten der MitarbeiterInnen eines Rehabilitationszentrums zur 
Kommunikation mit PatientInnen mit Migrationshintergrund. (Intercultural communication in 
the rehabilitation after accidents. Experiences and views on the communication with migrant 
patients) Master thesis Intercultural Studies, Danube University Krems 2008. 
 
Halbertschlager, Claudia: Mental health im Maasailand. Ergebnisse einer ethnomedizinischen 
Untersuchung über Besonderheiten psychischen Krankseins im nördlichen Tansania. (Mental 
health in Maasailand. Results of an ethnomedical study on the nature of psychic illnesses in 
northern Tanzania) Medical University of Vienna, 2008. 
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Haag Alina: HIV Prävention und Familienplanung: Konzepte zu Risiken und Nutzen in 
Njombe und Bulongwa Distrikt, Tansania. (HIV prevention and family planning: concepts of 
risks and benefits in Njombe, Bulongwa District, Tanzania) Medical University of Vienna, 
2008. 
 
Cakan, Nursen: Türkische Migrantinnen und ihr Zugang zum Gesundheitssystem. (Turkish 
migrants and their access to health in Vienna) Medical University of Vienna, 2007 
 
Mayer, Eva-Katharina: Soziales Schmerzmanagement bei der Geburt. Eine qualitative Studie 
mit Müttern und Hebammen in Wien. (Social aspects of pain management at birth. A 
qualitative study with mothers and midwives in Vienna) Faculty for Human and Social 
Sciences, University of Vienna, 2005. 
 
Wong, Evelyn: Schamanische Argillit Objekte der Südwest Küste. (Schamanic argillite 
carvings of the Southwest Coast) Faculty for Human and Social Sciences, University of 
Vienna, 2005. 
 
Menhart, Helmut: Heilpflanzen der Itzà, San José, Petén, Guatemala (Medicinal plants of the 
Itzà, San José, Petén, Guatemala). Faculty for Human and Social Sciences, University of 
Vienna, 2005. 
 
Schaffler, Yvonne: Besessenheit und Heilung in der Dominikanischen Republik. (Possession 
and healing in the Dominican Republic) Faculty for Human and Social Sciences, University 
of Vienna, 2004. 
 
 
Functions in Journals 
 
2019 Reviewer for BMJ Open 
 
2019 Associate Editor for PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
 
2012-2019 Reviewer for PLoS One 
 
2018 Reviewer for Global Mental Health 
 
2014, 2018 Reviewer for The European Journal of General Practice 
 
2017 Reviewer for PLoS Medicine 
 
2017 Reviewer for Social Science and Medicine 
 
2016 Reviewer for Global Public Health 
 
2015/2016 Reviewer for American Journal of Tropical Medicine & Hygiene 
 
2015 Reviewer for Medical Education 
 
2015 Reviewer for International Journal of Health Professions 



CV Ruth Kutalek 

 10 

 
2015, 2017 Guest Associate Editor for PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
 
2014 Reviewer for Medical Anthropology 
 
2013 Reviewer for Wiener Medizinische Wochenschrift 
 
2013 Reviewer for International Journal of Behavioural and Healthcare Research (IJBHR) 
 
Since 2005 Reviewer for the Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine, 
http://www.ethnobiomed.com/ 
 
Since 2006 Editorial Board of Curare, Journal of Ethnomedicine and Transcultural 
Psychiatry, http://www.agem-ethnomedizin.de/index.php/curare.html 
 
 
Consultancies and Assignments 
 
Since 2020 Member of the World Health Organisation (WHO) Technical Advisory Group on 
Behavioural Insights and Sciences for Health https://www.who.int/our-work/science-
division/behavioural-insights/TAG-on-behavioural-insights-and-sciences-for-health-
biographies 
 
Since 2017 World Health Organisation (WHO) Resource Group on Community Engagement 
Framework Development 
 
2016-2017 Chair of the Board of the Commission for Development Studies (KEF) at the 
OeAD http://www.kef-research.at/en/about/board/ 
 
Since 2011 Member of the Board of the Commission for Development Studies (KEF) at the 
OeAD  
 
Since 2010 Consultancy Group “Diversity Management” at the Medical University of Vienna 
 
2009-2013 President of the Austrian Ethnomedical Society  
 
2009-2013 Consultancy Group „Staff Development“ at the Medical University of Vienna  
 
2009 Intercultural working group of the Austrian Medical Chamber  
 
Since 2006 co-opted Board member of the “Arbeitsgemeinschaft Ethnomedizin” (Working 
Group Ethnomedicine) http://www.agem-ethnomedizin.de/index.php/home.html 
 
2003, 2002 Consultant for the Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Culture: 
evaluation of postgraduate candidates 
 
2001 Consultant for the new module „Makotra“ (Medical Anthropology/Ethnomedicine) of 
the Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, University of Vienna 
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2001-2015 Board member of the International Commission for the Anthropology of Food, 
European Section http://erl.orn.mpg.de/~icaf/ 
 
Since 1999 Board member of the Österreichische Ethnomedizinische Gesellschaft (Austrian 
Ethnomedical Society) 
 
 
 
Media Activities 
 
Interview for the Austrian Radio ORF in „Von Tag zu Tag“ Radiodoctor, theme: 
„Ethnomedicine“ on 23.4.2001 
 
Interview for the Bavarian Radio on “Fly Agaric”, (broadcasted 2008) 
 
Interview for the Austrian Television “Kreuz und Quer”, (broadcasted 2009, 2012) 
 
Interview for the Austrian Radio ORF on “Mushrooms” (broadcasted 2011) 
 
Geophagie. Der Standard 
http://derstandard.at/1289609014838/Ethnomedizin-Geophagie---das-Essen-von-Lehmerde 
 
Panel discussion on “Eating meat” http://derstandard.at/1350259125243/Pro-Person-in-
Oesterreich-70-Kilo-Fleisch-im-Jahr 
 
Interview „Wiener Zeitung“ 10.5.2013 „Wenn das Herz wehtut“ 
http://www.wienerzeitung.at/themen_channel/wz_integration/gesellschaft/544820_Wenn-das-
Herz-wehtut.html 
 
Live-Radio broadcast Ö1 OeAD Campusradio „Die Welt im Ohr“, „Von der 
Pflanzenheilkunde über die Hexerei zu Public Health“, über podcast verfügbar, 
http://www.oead.at/oead/news/news_detail/EN/datum/2013/05/17/oead-campusradio-welt-im-
ohrbr1752013-2000-2100-uhr/?no_cache=1&cHash=39c3ca16543ff97b14a0350f2beda6aa 
 
Live-Radio broadcast Ö1 „Von Tag zu Tag“: Der Kampf gegen Ebola. 02.01.2015 
http://oe1.orf.at/programm/393504 
 
Live-Radio broadcast Ö1 „Von Tag zu Tag“: Der beinahe gewonnene Kampf gegen Ebola. 
24.07.2015 http://oe1.orf.at/programm/409581 
 
Interview „Tagespost“ „Was einer Hitzewelle tödliche Wucht verleiht“ 15.08.2015  
 
Kreuz und quer Studiodiskussion „Sinnloser Schmerz“ 23.09.2015 
 
Diverses Medienecho zum Thema „Geophagie“ 12.2016: 
http://www.spiegel.de/gesundheit/ernaehrung/geophagie-warum-essen-menschen-erde-a-
1125915.html 
http://derstandard.at/2000048801686/Geophagie-Wenn-Erde-essen-zur-Sucht-wird 
http://science.apa.at/rubrik/medizin_und_biotech/Geophagie_Erde_essen_als_suchtartiges_V
erhalten/SCI_20161205_SCI39451352233355444 
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http://beforeitsnews.com/health/2016/12/geophagy-soil-eating-as-an-addictive-behaviour-
2690897.html 
http://www.ineffableisland.com/2016/12/geophagy-soil-eating-as-addictive.html 
http://www.africa-live.de/tag/erde-essen/ 
 
2015-2017 Die Welt im Ohr. Campusradio 
 
 
ORF 2 Thema spezial Coronavirus am 25.2.2020: "Ängste führen zu Hamsterkäufen und 
Anfeindungen" https://tvthek.orf.at/profile/Thema/11523190/Thema-Spezial-Wie-
gefaehrlich-ist-das-Coronavirus/14042821 
 
ORF 3 Politik live mit Ingrid Thurnher am 27.2.2020. 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
2008-2010 Participant Mentoring Program “Women Network Medicine” of the Medical 
University of Vienna 
 
Member of the think tank “Vienna Vaccine Safety Initiative” 
 
Member of wnw-med Wissenschafterinnen Netzwerk Medizin 
 
Member of WISIA Women in Science – an Interdisciplinary Association 
 
 
Congresses and Scientific Presentations 
 
“Humans, heat and vulnerability” “Hitze. Some walks and talks to begin with” October 2, 
2019, Academy of Fine Arts Vienna, Institute for Art and Architecture 
 
“Impfzögerliches Verhalten bei Gesundheitspersonal in Österreich” (mit Karoline Gutkas, 
Janna Gribi, Paul Kössler, Margerita Moser). Sustainable Health. 22. Wissenschaftliche 
Tagung der ÖGPH, 22.-23. Mai 2019, Wien. 
 
“Measles vaccination and vaccine hesitancy in Austria – anthropological perspectives” (with 
Karoline Gutkas, Janna Gribi, Paul Kössler, Margerita Moser). Risk analysis. The many faces 
of risk. Conference of the Society for Risk Analysis. Dec 2-6, 2018, New Orleans, USA. 
 
“False teeth” – Praktiken und Erklärungsmodelle” (with Aloysious Nnyombi). 
Österreichischer Zahnärztekongress, 5.10.2018; Linz. 
 
“Cultural and structural competence in public health – and what has equity to do with it?” 
(Keynote) The Patient of the New Millenium. An interdisciplinary international conference on 
medicine, anthropology, and disersity. 2.-3. July 2018, Budapest. 
 
“Stigmatisierung bei Ebola Überlebenden in Westafrika: Implikationen für Interventionen.” 
Health in all Societies. 21. Wissenschaftliche Tagung der ÖGPH, 23.-24. Mai 2018, Wien. 
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“Reviewing health vulnerabilities to heat wave disasters: do ethnographic investigations 
inform interventions?” EASA Medical Anthropology Network, “Bodies in Transition” 5-7 
July 2017, Lissabon, Portugal. 
 
“Qualitative research with Ebola survivors in West Africa” Symposium: Qualitative Research 
and Patient Reported Outcome Measures. June 1st, 2017, Medical University of Vienna 
 
“Hegemonieansprüche der Medizin im Kontext von Epidemien: „Widerstand“, „Kultur“ und 
„Religion“. Special Guest beim 18. Workshop des Arbeitskreises „Medizin und Theologie“ 
zum Thema “Gesundheit - Heilung - Heil. Religiös-spirituelle Implikationen medizinischer 
und alternativmedizinischer Handlungslogiken”, Institut für Ethik und Recht in der Medizin, 
27./28. Jänner 2017, Wien 
 
“Anthropology in global public health emergencies: the case of Ebola response”. (with Esmee 
de Jong). 9th European Public Health Conference, 9-12 November 2016, Vienna. 
 
“Ebola, Poverty and Inequality – The case of West-Africa”. 30th International Congress of 
the Medical Women’s International Association (MWIA), 28-31. July 2016, Vienna. 
 
“Heat Vulnerabilities in Urban Migrant Communities: A Mixed-Methods Study from 
Vienna”. Elisabeth Mayrhuber, Ruth Kutalek, Brigitte Allex et al. 3rd ISA (International 
Sociological Association) Forum of Sociology, 10.-14. July 2016, Vienna.  
 
“Medical Anthropology, Migration and Health” Pädagogik im Spannungsfeld von Krankheit, 
Migration und Mehrsprachigkeit. 10. Internationaler HOPE Kongress, Wien, 10.-13. Mai 
2016. 
 
“Consumption of Meat and Notions of Impurity in the Ebola Outbreak in Liberia.“ 
Symposium Pure Food. Biological Constants and Cultural Manifestations of a Human 
Preoccupation. Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg HWK, Delmenhorst, Germany, 6.-8. October, 
2015. 
 
“Surviving Ebola in Liberia: loss, stigma and support.” Anthropology and Global Health: 
interrogating theory, policy and practice. 9-11 Sept. 2015, University of Sussex; EASA. 
 
“Ebola car, Ebola car! Invasions and intrusion.” Fear of the Foreign: Pandemics and 
Xenophobia. Symposium at The Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center, Italy, June 1-5, 
2015. 
 
“Interkulturelle Perspektiven des Alterns: Konzepte aus der Medizinanthropologie.” Public 
Health für eine alternde Gesellschaft, Vienna, March 26-28, 2015. 
 
„Human resources for health in Uganda: A newspaper content analysis“ Ruth Kutalek,  Silvia 
Wojczewski, Kathryn Hoffmann, Sylvia Natukunda, Merlin Willcox. WONCA Conference 
Lissabon, 2.-5. July 2014. 
 
“Parental refusal of childhood vaccinations in Vienna” C. Day, R. Kutalek; Gesundheitsziele 
– der Weg als Ziel oder Wege zum Ziel? 17. Wissenschaftliche Tagung der Österreichischen 
Gesellschaft für Public Health, St. Pölten, 22.-23. May 2014. 
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“Barrieren beim Zugang zum italienischen Gesundheitssystem für Roma” T. von Maltitz, R. 
Kutalek; Gesundheitsziele – der Weg als Ziel oder Wege zum Ziel? 17. Wissenschaftliche 
Tagung der Österreichischen Gesellschaft für Public Health, St. Pölten, 22.-23. May 2014. 
 
“HURAPRIM – Human Resources for Primary Health Care in Africa” R. Kutalek, M. Maier. 
Medizinische Grundversorgung in den am wenigsten entwickelten Ländern Afrikas. 
Symposium, Medical University Vienna, May 6th 2014. 
 
“Gesundheit, Krankheit und Kultur. Medizinanthropologische Beiträge zur Trauma- und 
Gewaltforschung.” Folgen von Stress, Trauma und Belastungen – das Spektrum der 
belastungsabhängigen Erfahrungen. World Psychiatric Association Section Symposium, 
January 17, 2014, Wien.  
 
“The Ecology of Medical Care in Austria – disease burden and the health seeking behaviour 
across levels of care in Austria” O. Pichlhöfer, R. Kutalek, W. Spiegel, M. Maier WONCA 
International Conference, June 25-29, 2013, Prag, Czechia. 
 
“Ethical and moral implications of brain drain and the human resource crisis – individual 
versus societal perspectives” WONCA International Conference, June 25-29, 2013, Prag, 
Czechia. 
 
“Medical Anthropology in Primary Health Care – Encounters with Practice” (together with 
Stephen Pentz, Elena Jirovsky). Encpunters and engagements: Creating new agendas for 
medical anthropology. Society for Medical Anthropology & Medical Anthropology Network, 
Joint International Conference, June 12-14, 2013, Tarragona, Spain 
 
“Food and Art: The Collection Ethnomedicine”, 36th International Conference of the the 
International Commission of the Anthropology of Food, June 2-6, 2013, Kamilari, Crete. 
 
 “Birds as medicine in European folk medicine”. Birds as food. Cross-cultural and cross-
disciplinary aspects. 35th ICAF Conference, July 13-15, 2012, Sopron, Hungary. 
 
“Älteste Tätowierungen am Menschen: Therapie oder Schmuck?” Diskurse um 
Körpermodifikationen im interdisziplinären Arbeitsfeld Ethnologie und Medizin. 25. 
Fackkonferenz Ethnomedizin, 8.-10. Juni 2012, Heidelberg 
 
“Diversity medicine”: Social and cultural competence at the Medical University of Vienna. 
Annual Meeting of the ÖGTP – From bugs to drugs. Vienna November 17-19, 2011. 
 
“Diversity Medicine: soziale und kulturelle Kompetenzen an der MedUni Wien” Symposium 
Migration. Epidemiologische und medizinische Aspekte. Gesellschaft der Ärzte, 16. 
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“Kulturelle Aspekte von Gesundheit, Krankheit und Migration”. Symposium “Interkulturell 
competent” der Ärztekammer für Wien, 24. November 2011. 
 
“Human images in medicine: Perspectives from medical anthropology.” The conception of 
the human being in medicine; Exploring boundaries between traditional Chinese and Western 
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September 5-7, 2011. 
 
(with Armin Prinz) “Sozial- und medizinanthropologische Ansätze in der medizinischen 
Ausbildung – (Inter)Kulturalität und andere Fallstricke” Bildungsherausforderung Alter. 
Möglichkeiten und Ressourcen eines bildungsstrategischen Ansatzes. 2. September 2011, 
Humboldt Universität Berlin.  
 
„Hospital food – sharing and distrust.“ Conference: Partager la nourriture. International 
Commission on the Anthropology of Food and Nutrition (ICAF), March 30-April 2, 2011, 
Lasseube, France. 
 
„Medizinanthropologie im Spannungsfeld zwischen Angewandtheit und theoretischen 
Ansprüchen: Rückblick und Ausblick“ (Medical Anthropology – its Pathways between 
Theory and Applied Science) 23. Fachtagung Ethnomedizin, zum 40. Geburtstag der AGEM 
e.V. (Arbeitsgemeinschaft Ethnomedizin). 40 Jahre Forschen im Interdisziplinären 
Arbeitsfeld Ethnologie & Medizin. Rückblick und Ausblicke, 22.-24. Oktober 2010, 
Heidelberg. 
 
(with Armin Prinz) „Ethnomedicine/Medical Anthropology in Germany and Austria“ Medical 
Anthropology in Europe: Shaping the Field, St Antony’s College, University of Oxford, 12 
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“Krankheit und Ungleichheit” (Disase and inequalitites), 3. Symposium of the IPPNW and 
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Medical Anthropology at the Intersections: Celebrating 50 Years of Interdiscuplinarity. Yale 
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“Cultivation of seaweed in Zanzibar, Tanzania” ICAF (International Commission on the 
Anthropology of Food) 28th Conference “Fish and Seafood – Anthropological and Nutritional 
Perspectives”, Kamilari, Greece, May 31-June 4, 2009. 
 
(with Enikö Kallay) “Reflexionen über das Mentoring Projekt der MUW. Ansichten einer 
Mentorin und einer Mentee” (Reflections on the mentoring project at the Medical University 
Vienna. Views of a mentor and a mentee). Thema Frauenkarrieren 2. April 2009, Verein 
Frauen für Frauen – Gesundheit im Brennpunkt, Wien. 
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“Türkische MigrantInnen und ihr Zugang zum Gesundheitssystem in Wien – ein Projekt” 
(Turkish migrants and their access to health in Vienna) 3. Donausymposium 
Allgemeinmedizin, 3.-4. Oktober 2008, Langenlois 
 
(with Armin Prinz) “Teaching medical anthropology to medical students: a challenge”, 68th 
Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology and the Society for Medical 
Anthropology, March 25-29, 2008, Memphis, USA. 



CV Ruth Kutalek 

 16 

 
“Ethnoentomology. A neglected theme in ethnopharmacology?” Keynote presentation, 6th 
European Colloquium on Ethnopharmacology & 20. Fachkonferenz Ethnomedizin, 27.-29. 
October 2007, Leipzig, Germany. 
 
“Die Zukunft der Medical Anthropology” (The future of Medical Anthropology) Tage der 
Kultur- und Sozialanthropologie, Institut für Kultur- und Sozialanthropologie der Universität 
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“Ethnomedizin und International Health” (Ethnomedicine and International Health) 
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(with Armin Prinz) “Mensch, Krankheit, Umwelt. Ethnomedizinische und Ethnobotanische 
Forschungsprojekte in Zentral- und Ostafrika” (Man, illness, environment. Ethnomedical and 
Ethnobotanicel research projects in Central and East-Africa). International Congress: 
Comparative medical theory. Komparative Medizintheorie, Polish Academy of Sciences, 
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(with Armin Prinz) „Art brut“ - ethnomedizinische Malerei aus dem Senegal, Tansania und 
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Republic of Congo) Ethnologie und Medizin im Dialog: Lebenswelten, Geschichte und die 
Konstruktion von Anthropologien, 19. Fachkonferenz Ethnomedizin, 27. – 29. Oktober 2006, 
Heidelberg, Völkerkundemuseum. 
 
“Violence in the name of witchcraft. Gender, age and poverty in Tanzania.” Department of 
Social Medicine, Harvard Medical School. International Mental Health Seminar, May 17th, 
2006. 
 
“Sacred groves, traditional institutions and biodiversity in Tanzania” World on the Edge – 
66th Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Vancouver, Canada, March 
28-April 2, 2006. 
 
“Applied aspects of ethnomedicine”, December 7, 2005, University Bratislava, Slovakia 
 
“Hexereivorstellungen im modernen Tansania: ein afrikanisches Problem?” (Concepts of 
witchcraft in modern Tanzania: an African problem?) “Tropical Medicine, Public Health and 
Parasitology” Conference of the Austrian Association of Tropical Medicine and Parasitology 
and the Centre for Public Health, Medical University of Vienna. November 17-19, 2005. 
 
“Hexerei, Gewalt und Kontrolle im modernen Tansania” (Witchcraft, violence and control in 
modern Tanzania) 18th Conference Ethnomedicine “Threatened Life Worlds – Challenges in 
Medical Anthropology”, Kassel (Germany), October 21-23, 2005. 
 
“Food, non-food and medicine: overlapping boundaries” “Non-Food as Food”. ICAF 
(International Commission on the Anthropology of Food) conference in conjunction with 
Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, June 2-4, 2005. 
 
“Witchcraft and the hand of the healer. Images of distance and proximity.” Face to Face. 
Connecting Distance and Proximity. 8th Biennial EASA (European Association of Social 
Anthropologists) Conference, Vienna, September 8-12, 2004.  
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“Indigenous strategies to preserve biodiversity in Africa” Strategies for development of 
indigenous people. Workshop organized by the IUAES (International Union of 
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences), International Commission on Urgent 
Anthropological Research, Vienna, May 6, 2004.  
 
„Ethnopsychopharmakologie“ (Ethnopsychopharmacology). Psychiatric Hospital in 
Rankweil, Vorarlberg, Austria, January 19, 2004. 
 
Posterpresentation: „Die Ethnomedizin in der Lehre“, „Ausgewählte Forschungen“, 
„Sammlung Ethnomedizinischer Objekte“. (Ethnomedicine in the New Curriculum; Selected 
Research; Collection Ethnomedicine), Graz, Austria, January 17-18, 2004 
 
“Traditionelle Heilkundige in Tansania” (Traditional healers in Tanzania), SADOCC 
Documentation and Cooperation Centre Southern Africa, Vienna, April 24, 2003 
 
“Medical Anthropology”. Presentation at the Mbarara University, Medical Faculty, Uganda, 
February 21, 2003.  
 
“Die Bedeutung des Gastrointestinaltraktes im Schamanismus” (The gastrointestinal tract in 
shamanism), Diversity of healing. Symposium of the history and application of alternative 
healing in medicine. Vienna, Institute for the History of Medicine, January 17-18, 2003. 
 
”Viennese Ethnomedicine Newsletter. Ethnomedizin auf der Suche nach Medien“ (Viennese 
Ethnomedicine Newsletter. Ethnomedicine in the search for new media), 15th Conference 
Ethnomedicine, Münster, Germany, November 22-24, 2002. 
 
“Ethnodentistry“, International Conference of the FDI World Dental Federation, Congress 
Centre, Vienna, October 4, 2002. 
 
„Breast cancer patients: Qualitative ethnomedical study“, Project presentation, October 1 
2002, Institute for the History of Medicine, Vienna. 
 
Ethnomedizin – neue Erkenntnisse aus Ostafrika. (Ethnomedicine – new findings from East 
Africa), Public Health Days in the General Hospital in Vienna, organised by the Austrian 
Medical Student’s Association, January 16-17, 2002.  
 
“Traditionelle Verwendung von Kava-Kava”. (Traditional use of Kava), Austrian Society for 
Phytotherapy, November 5, 2001, Vienna 
 
“Symbols of witchcraft in Ting-Tinga paintings and in ethnographic reality”, Working 
Images. Lisbon 20-23 September 2001. 
 
“Consumption of beer in Tanzania”, Fluid Bread: Images and Usages of Beer in Cross-
cultural Perspective. 16th Conference on the International Commission for the Anthropology 
of Food (ICAF) May 25-29, 2001 in Seewiesen, Germany.  
 
“Psychotherapeutic aspects of traditional healing rituals in Tanzania” Symposium of the 
Transcultural Psychiatry Section of the World Psychiatric Association (WPA), Andorra, May 
23-26, 2001.  
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„Qualitative approaches in ethnopharmacology“, Ethnopharmacology 2000: Challenges for 
the New Millennium. Zürich, Switzerland, September 4-7, 2000. 
 
“Exorzismus in einem Orthodoxen Kloster in Waliso, Äthiopien”. (Exorcism in an orthodox 
monastery in Ethiopia), Video presentation. Worker’s College. Concepts, Diagnosis and 
Therapy in Cultural Comparison. Vienna December 17, 1999.  
 
“Therapeutische Verfahren bei zwei traditionellen Heilern Tansanias” (Traditional therapy in 
Tanzania). Worker’s College. Concepts, Diagnosis and Therapy in Cultural Comparison. 
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„Interdisciplinarity: Case studies of misunderstanding between anthropologists, 
ethnopharmacologists and indigenous people“, International Symposium Ethnobotany. 
Medicinal Plants, Folk Traditions, History, Pharmacology. San Jose, Costa Rica, September 
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“Steven Lihonama Lutumo - traditioneller Heilkundiger der Bena Südwest-Tansanias” 
(Steven Lihonama Lutumo - traditional healer of the Bena in Southwest Tanzania), Austrian 
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“Traditionelle Heiltherapien bei den Bena SW-Tansanias”. (Traditional therapy among the 
Bena of Southwest Tanzania). Ethnotherapies. Traditional Concepts in Cultural Comparison. 
13th International Conference Ethnomedicine, Ludwig Maximilians University, Munich, 
Germany, March 6-8, 1998.  
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