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Personal information 

Oliver Razum, M.D., MSc, Full Professor.  
Dean, School of Public Health, Bielefeld University, Germany.  
Head; Department of Epidemiology & International Public Health, Bielefeld University, Germany. 
 

Date and place of birth: 10 June 1960 in Frankfurt/Main, Germany 
 

Employer: University of Bielefeld, School of Public Health, Dept. of Epidemiology & International 
Public Health, P.O Box 100131, 33501 Bielefeld, Germany 
Phone: +49 521 106 3837; fax +49 521 106 6465; email: oliver.razum@uni-bielefeld.de 
 
 

Key activities / research fields 

• Social epidemiology 
• Health of immigrants and refugees/asylum seekers; health services research 
• Global health 

 

Education 

Habilitation in the field of Public Health at Heidelberg University, Germany, 7/2002 
MSc Epidemiology (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine), 9/1995 
Doctoral degree in medicine (“Dr. med.”, Heidelberg University, Germany), 2/1994 

 

Professional development 

Since 2/2012 Dean, School of Public Health, Bielefeld University, Germany (ongoing) 
2006-2011 Associate Dean and Dean of Academic Affairs, School of Public Health, Bielefeld 

University, Germany 
since 10/2004 Full Professor, Head of Department of Epidemiology & International Public Health, 

Bielefeld University, Germany (ongoing). 

 

Professional activities and affiliation 

2010-11 President of the German Society for Epidemiology (Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Epidemiologie, DGEpi) 

2012-15  Member, Research Advisory Board, Leibniz Institute for Prevention Research and 
Epidemiology, Bremen, Germany 

2013-15  Head, National Commission for the Verification of the Elimination of Measles & 
Rubella, Robert Koch Institute, Berlin (member since 2013, ongoing) 

2014- Member, Advisory Board “Health Information”, Robert Koch Institute, Berlin (ongoing) 
2017-  Head, Advisory Board “Health Information for Migrant Populations”, Robert Koch 

Institute, Berlin (ongoing) 
2018- Member, Commission for Refugee Integration, Federal Ministry of the Interior 

(ongoing) 
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Selected English language publications 2017-2019 

 
Peer-reviewed full papers: 
 
Breckenkamp, J., Läcke, E. M., Henrich, W., Borde, T., Brenne, S., David, M., & Razum, O. (2019). 

Advanced cervical dilatation as a predictor for low emergency cesarean delivery: a comparison 
between migrant and non-migrant Primiparae – secondary analysis in Berlin, Germany. BMC 
Pregnancy and Childbirth, 19(1), 1. 

Breckenkamp, J., Razum, O., Henrich, W., Borde, T., & David, M. (2019). Effects of maternal obesity, 
excessive gestational weight gain and fetal macrosomia on the frequency of cesarean deliveries 
among migrant and non-migrant women – a prospective study. Journal of Perinatal Medicine, 
47(4), 402-408.  

Bozorgmehr, K., Preussler, S., Wagner, U., Joggerst, B., Szecsenyi, J., Razum, O., & Stock, C. (2019). 
Using country of origin to inform targeted tuberculosis screening in asylum seekers: a modelling 
study of screening data in a German federal state, 2002–2015. BMC Infectious Diseases, 19(1), 
304. 

David, M., Razum, O., Henrich, W., Ramsauer, B., Schlembach, D., & Breckenkamp, J. (2019). The 
impact of migration background on maternal near miss. (epub ahead of print) 

Prinz, N., Konrad, K., Brack, C., Hahn, E., Herbst, A., Icks, A., . Razum, O.,. . Holl, R. (2019). Diabetes 
care in pediatric refugees from Africa or Middle East - experiences from Germany and Austria 
based on real-world data from the DPV registry. Eur J Endocrinol. (epub ahead of print) 

Winkler, V., Kaucher, S., Deckert, A., Leier, V., Holleczek, B., Meisinger, C., . . . Becher, H. (2019). 
Aussiedler Mortality (AMOR): cohort studies on ethnic German migrants from the Former Soviet 
Union. BMJ Open, 9(2), e024865.  

Zierk, J., Hirschmann, J., Toddenroth, D., Arzideh, F., Haeckel, R., Bertram, A., . . . Metzler, M. (2019). 
Next-generation reference intervals for pediatric hematology. Clin Chem Lab Med. (epub ahead of 
print) 

Zolitschka, K. A., Miani, C., Breckenkamp, J., Brenne, S., Borde, T., David, M., & Razum, O. (2019). Do 
social factors and country of origin contribute towards explaining a “Latina paradox” among 
immigrant women giving birth in Germany? BMC Public Health, 19(1), 181.  

Boxall, N., David, M., Schalinski, E., Breckenkamp, J., Razum, O., & Hellmeyer, L. (2018). Perinatal 
Outcome in Women with a Vietnamese Migration Background – Retrospective Comparative Data 
Analysis of 3000 Deliveries. Geburtshilfe Frauenheilkd, 78(07), 697-706. doi:10.1055/a-0636-4224 

Brand, T., Samkange-Zeeb, F., Dragano, N., Keil, T., Krist, L., Yesil-Jurgens, R., . Razum, O., . Zeeb, H. 
(2018). Participation of Turkish Migrants in an Epidemiological Study: Does the Recruitment 
Strategy Affect the Sample Characteristics? J Immigr Minor Health. doi:10.1007/s10903-018-0788-
4 

Brenne, S., Breckenkamp, J., Borde, T., David, M., & Razum, O. (2018). Does the Degree of 
Acculturation Influence Breastfeeding Intention and Start or the Frequency of Early Weaning? 
Results of a Prospective Observational Study. Geburtshilfe Frauenheilkd, 78(06), 596-604. 
doi:10.1055/a-0601-6873 

Brenne, S., Breckenkamp, J., David, M., Borde, T., & Razum, O. (2018). Zum Einfluss eines 
Migrationshintergrundes auf die Umsetzung der Stillabsicht und ein vorzeitiges Abstillen. [Influence 
of a Migration Background on the Implementation of Breastfeeding and Premature Weaning]. Z 
Geburtshilfe Neonatol. doi:10.1055/a-0641-6388 

David, M., Borde, T., Brenne, S., Ramsauer, B., Hinkson, L., Henrich, W., . . . Breckenkamp, J. (2018). 
Obstetric care quality indicators and outcomes based on the degree of acculturation of immigrants-
results from a cross-sectional study in Berlin. Arch Gynecol Obstet, 297(2), 313-322. 
doi:10.1007/s00404-017-4574-7 

Grosser, A. M., Höller-Holtrichter, C., Doyle, I. M., Schmitz, J., Hoffmann, R., Ergin-Akkoyun, E., . Razum, 
O., Spallek, J. (2018). Rekrutierungsstrategien für Migrantinnen in einer Geburtskohorte am 
Beispiel der BaBi-Studie. [[Strategies for Recruiting Women with Migration History Using the 
Example of The BaBi-Birth Cohort Study]]. Gesundheitswesen. doi:10.1055/a-0600-2392 

Mohwinkel, L. M., Nowak, A. C., Kasper, A., & Razum, O. (2018). Gender differences in the mental health 
of unaccompanied refugee minors in Europe: a systematic review. BMJ Open, 8(7). 
doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2018-022389 
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Oedingen, C., Scholz, S., & Razum, O. (2018). Systematic review and meta-analysis of the association of 
combined oral contraceptives on the risk of venous thromboembolism: The role of the progestogen 
type and estrogen dose. Thromb Res, 165, 68-78 doi:10.1016/j.thromres.2018.03.005 

Razum, O., Breckenkamp, J., & Fauser, M. (2018). Transnational ties, endowment with capital, and 
health of immigrants in Germany: cross-sectional study. Journal of Public Health. 
doi:10.1007/s10389-018-0967-8 

Bozorgmehr, K., Razum, O., Saure, D., Joggerst, B., Szecsenyi, J., & Stock, C. (2017). Yield of active 
screening for tuberculosis among asylum seekers in Germany: a systematic review and meta-
analysis. Euro Surveill, 22(12). doi:10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2017.22.12.30491 

Bozorgmehr, K., Razum, O., Szecsenyi, J., Maier, W., & Stock, C. (2017). Regional deprivation is 
associated with the distribution of vulnerable asylum seekers: a nationwide small area analysis in 
Germany. Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health, 71(9), 857-862. doi:10.1136/jech-2016-
208506 

Bozorgmehr, K., Wahedi, K., Noest, S., Szecsenyi, J., & Razum, O. (2017). Infectious disease screening 
in asylum seekers: range, coverage and economic evaluation in Germany, 2015. Eurosurveillance, 
22(40), 16-00677. https://doi.org/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2017.22.40.16-00677 

Bozorgmehr, K., Goosen, S., Mohsenpour, A., Kuehne, A., Razum, O., & Kunst, A. (2017). How Do 
Countries’ Health Information Systems Perform in Assessing Asylum Seekers’ Health Situation? 
Developing a Health Information Assessment Tool on Asylum Seekers (HIATUS) and Piloting It in 
Two European Countries. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 
14(8), 894.  

Brand, T., Samkange-Zeeb, F., Ellert, U., Keil, T., Krist, L., Dragano, N., ... Razum, O., ...Zeeb, H. (2017). 
Acculturation and health-related quality of life: results from the German National Cohort migrant 
feasibility study. Int J Public Health. doi:10.1007/s00038-017-0957-6 

Brzoska, P., Akgün, S., Antia, B., Thankappan, K. R., Nayar, K. R., & Razum, O. (2017). Enhancing an 
international perspective in public health teaching through formalized university partnerships. 
Frontiers in Public Health, 5(36). doi:10.3389/fpubh.2017.00036 

Brzoska, P., Sauzet, O., Yilmaz-Aslan, Y., Widera, T., & Razum, O. (2017). Satisfaction with rehabilitative 
health care services among German and non-German nationals residing in Germany: a cross-
sectional study. BMJ Open, 7(8), e015520. doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2016-015520 

David, M., Borde, T., Brenne, S., Ramsauer, B., Henrich, W., Breckenkamp, J., & Razum, O. (2017). 
Obstetric and perinatal outcomes among immigrant and non-immigrant women in Berlin, Germany. 
Archives of Gynecology and Obstetrics. doi:10.1007/s00404-017-4450-5 

David, M., Borde, T., Brenne, S., Ramsauer, B., Hinkson, L., Henrich, W., Razum, O., Breckenkamp, J. 
(2017). Obstetric care quality indicators and outcomes based on the degree of acculturation of 
immigrants-results from a cross-sectional study in Berlin. Arch Gynecol Obstet. 
doi:10.1007/s00404-017-4574-7 

Frank, L., Yesil-Jürgens, R., Razum, O., Bozorgmehr, K., Schenk, L., Gilsdorf, A., . . . Lampert, T. (2017). 
Health and healthcare provision to asylum seekers and refugees in Germany. Journal of Health 
Monitoring, 2(1), 24-47.  

Kickbusch, I., Franz, C., Holzscheiter, A., Hunger, I., Jahn, A., Köhler, C., Razum, O., Schmidt, J. O. 
(2017). Germany's expanding role in global health. The Lancet, 390(10097), 898-912. 
doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(17)31460-5 

Razum, O., Reiss, K., Breckenkamp, J., Kaufner, L., Brenne, S., Bozorgmehr, K., . . . David, M. (2017). 
Comparing provision and appropriateness of health care between immigrants and non-immigrants 
in Germany using the example of neuraxial anaesthesia during labour: cross-sectional study. BMJ 
Open, 7(8), e015913. doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2017-015913 

Sathish, T., Kannan, S., Sarma, S. P., Razum, O., Sauzet, O., & Thankappan, K. R. (2017). Seven-year 
longitudinal change in risk factors for non-communicable diseases in rural Kerala, India: The WHO 
STEPS approach. PLoS ONE, 12(6), e0178949. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0178949 

Schlinkmann, K. M., Razum, O., & Werber, D. (2017). Characteristics of foodborne outbreaks in which 
use of analytical epidemiological studies contributed to identification of suspected vehicles, 
European Union, 2007 to 2011. Epidemiol Infect, 1-8. doi:10.1017/S0950268816003344 

Spallek, J., Grosser, A., Holler-Holtrichter, C., Doyle, I. M., Breckenkamp, J., & Razum, O. (2017). Early 
childhood health in Bielefeld, Germany (BaBi study): study protocol of a social-epidemiological birth 
cohort. BMJ Open, 7(8), e018398. doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2017-018398 
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Peer-reviewed books, book chapters and reports: 
 
Razum, O., & Wenner, J. (2019). Health of migrants and ethnic minorities in Germany. Reflecting on 

normative agendas. In K. Kühlmeyer, C. Klingler, & R. Huxtable (Eds.), Ethical, Legal and Social 
Aspects of Healthcare for Migrants. Perspectives from the UK and Germany (pp. 21-32). London 
and New York: Routledge. 

Wenner, J., Namer, Y., & Razum, O. (2019). Migrants, Refugees, Asylum Seekers: Use and Misuse of 
Labels in Public Health Research. In A. Krämer & F. Fischer (Eds.), Refugee Migration and Health. 
Challenges for Germany and Europe (pp. 49-62). Cham: Springer. 

Amzat, J., & Razum, O. (2018). Towards a Sociology of Health Discourse in Africa. Cham: Springer 
Nature. 

Namer, Y., & Razum, O. (2018). Access to Primary Care and Preventive Health Services of LGBTQ+ 
Migrants, Refugees, and Asylum Seekers. In A. Rosano (Ed.), Access to Primary Care and 
Preventative Health Services of Migrants (pp. 43-55): Springer International. 

Namer, Y. & Razum, O. (2018). Convergence Theory and the Salmon Effect in Migrant Health Oxford 
Research Encyclopedia of Global Public Health. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Razum, O., & Wenner, J. (2018). Health of migrants and ethnic minorities in Germany: reflecting on 
normative agendas. In K. Kühlmeyer, D. Odukoya, C. Klingler, & R. Huxtable (Eds.), Public 
Healthcare for Migrants in Germany and the UK: Ethical, Legal and Social Aspects in Comparative 
Perspective: Routledge (in press). 

Knipper, M., Razum, O., Brenne, S., Borde, T., Kluge, U., & Markus, I. (2017). MIPEX Health Strand: 
Country Report Germany. Retrieved from Brussels: http://equi-
health.eea.iom.int/images/MIPEX/GERMANY_MIPEX_Health.pdf 

Razum, O., & Samkange-Zeeb, F. (2017). Populations at Special Health Risk: Migrants. In S. R. Quah & 
W. C. Cockerham (Eds.), The International Encyclopedia of Public Health (2 ed., pp. 591-598). 
Waltham, MA: Elsevier. 

Razum, O., & Steinberg, H. (2017). Diabetes in Ethnic Minorities and Immigrant Populations in Western 
Europe. In S. Dagogo-Jack (Ed.), Diabetes Mellitus in Developing Countries and Underserved 
Communities (pp. 225-233). Cham: Springer International Publishing. 

 
 
 
 
Commentaries and editorials (some peer-reviewed): 
 
Bozorgmehr, K., Stock, C., Joggerst, B., & Razum, O. (2018). Tuberculosis screening in asylum seekers in 

Germany: a need for better data. The Lancet Public Health, 3(8), e359-e361. doi:10.1016/S2468-
2667(18)30132-4 

Namer, Y., & Razum, O. (2018). Academic freedom needs active support. The Lancet, 392(10147), 556. 
doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(18)31504-6 

Namer, Y., & Razum, O. (2018). Settling Ulysses: An Adapted Research Agenda for Refugee Mental Health. 
International Journal of Health Policy and Management, 7(4), 294-296.  

Razum, O., & Bozorgmehr, K. (2018). Public Health in Germany: a new “Golden Age”? Public Health Forum, 
26(3), 189-191.  

Razum, O., Breckenkamp, J., Borde, T., David, M., & Bozorgmehr, K. (2018). Early antenatal care visit as 
indicator for health equity monitoring. The Lancet Global Health, 6(1), e35. doi:10.1016/S2214-
109X(17)30465-5 

Razum, O., & Namer, Y. (2018). Trans people and the myth of homogeneous societies. The Lancet, 391(10119), 
430. doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(18)30149-1 

Razum, O., & Voss, M. (2018). Polio transition: overlooked challenges. The Lancet, 391(10128), 1353-1354. 
doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(18)30503-8 

Razum, O., Franz, C., Holzscheiter, A., Kickbusch, I., Köhler, C., Schmidt, J. O., & Jahn, A. (2018). Germany's 
expanding role in global health - Authors' reply. The Lancet, 391(10121), 658. doi:10.1016/S0140-
6736(18)30251-4 

Bozorgmehr, K., Wenner, J., & Razum, O. (2017). Restricted access to health care for asylum-seekers: 
applying a human rights lens to the argument of resource constraints. European Journal of Public 
Health, 27(4), 592-593. doi:10.1093/eurpub/ckx086 
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Bozorgmehr, K., & Razum, O. (2017). Forced Migration and Global Responsibility for Health; Comment 
on “Defining and Acting on Global Health: The Case of Japan and the Refugee Crisis”. International 
Journal of Health Policy and Management, 6(7), 415-418.  

Miani, C., Namer, Y., Wenner, J., & Razum, O. (2017). Brexit: the country goes, but UK public health 
principles remain. International Journal of Public Health, 62(7), 717-718. doi:10.1007/s00038-017-
1024-z 

Namer, Y., & Razum, O. (2017). Settling Ulysses: An Adapted Research Agenda for Refugee Mental 
Health. International Journal of Health Policy and Management, online first 

Razum, O., & Vazquez, M. L. (2017). Strengthening public health in Germany: overcoming the Nazi 
legacy and Bismarck's aftermaths. Int J Public Health, 62(9), 559-560. doi:10.1007/s00038-017-
1038-6 

Razum, O., Wenner, J., & Bozorgmehr, K. (2017). How the Spectre of Societal Homogeneity Undermines 
Equitable Healthcare for Refugees; Comment on “Defining and Acting on Global Health: The Case 
of Japan and the Refugee Crisis”. International Journal of Health Policy and Management, 6(6), 
349-351.  

 
 
 
A more complete lists of my publications since 1993 (including those in German) can be found on 
PubMed  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=razum-o (241 entries as of May 22, 2019) 
or ResearchGate 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Oliver_Razum 
  
 
 
Number of citations according to Google Scholar, accessed May 22, 2019) 

 All since 2014 

Citations 7,454 4,232 
h-index 43 30 
i10-index 180 133 

 


