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Personal statement

During my involvement with ASPHER | have supported directly the development of
ASPHER’s agendas for professionalisation, development of capacity and competency and for
improving our effectiveness as advocates for the health of the public. | have been able to
support national public health authorities or schools of public health in more than 10
countries. | have been active with the European Observatory producing materials for
publication this year on organisation and finance of public health and workforce development
in Europe (see link).

My Faculty and | have been active trying to secure the best possible conditions for the public’s
health in the UK after Brexit, and for Europe as a whole.

Public health problems do not obey national boundaries. Infectious diseases, pollution,
environmental degradation effect us all. Commercial multi-national corporate vested
interests will peddleill health and addictions wherever they are not controlled and regulated,
spreading their path of misery and human destruction through non-communicable disease.
Health and social care systems cannot cope, and cannot be expected to pickup the pieces of
lifetimes of unhealthy inactivity. The health of the planetis at enormous risk and we must
secure partnership efforts to tackle violent conflict, climate change, and degradation of our
environmental resources. | believe there has never been a more important time for public
health professionals and services and there has never been a greater need for our work.W e
need to be united as a public health community across Europe. We need to speak well of each
other, support each other, develop our ethical and profressional frameworks and codes and
be courageous, politically astute and publicly effective in the cause of improving and
protecting the health of the people we serve.

If I am elected, | will seek to serve and support all our member schools and associates, to
improve and protect the health of all the people we serve- in our European, and our global
community. Thank you.


http://www.drharp.co.uk/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/partners/observatory/publications/studies/organization-and-financing-of-public-health-services-in-europe-country-reports-2018
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Health in the European Region ASPHER, June 5th 2015.

Current issues in public health training and development: threats to health. Discussant, panel
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