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Professor	 Anders	 Foldspang	 is	 professor	 emeritus	 at	 the	
Department	 of	 Public	 Health	 at	 Aarhus	 University,	
Denmark.	During	his	career,	he	led	a	large	number	of	public	
health	education	programmes,	held	expert	positions	in	the	
Nordic	 region,	 was	 active	 in	 the	 Nordic	 Federation	 for	
Medical	Education,	was	a	member	of	the	board	of	ASPHER	
and	was	President	of	ASPHER	in	2006-2007.		

Anders	 Foldspang	 was	 chair	 of	 the	 medical	 student	
movement	at	Aarhus	University,	Denmark,	and	member	of	
the	 university’s	 Medical	 Faculty	 Council	 and	 its	 Medical	

Study	Board	in	the	early	1970’s,	After	medical	graduation	and	PhD	and	DMSc	defence	(on
the	 theme	 of:	 multivariate	 prediction	 of	 the	 outcome	 of	 vocational	 and	 social	
rehabilitation),	 he	 taught	 medical	 sociology/epidemiology	 to	 medical	 students	 and	
courses	 in	 basic	 epidemiologic	 and	 biostatistical	methodology	 for	 PhD	 students	 of	 all	
medical	specialties.	In	1994,	he	founded	the	MPH	course	in	Aarhus	and	was	its	lead	until	
he	in	2010	became	Dean	of	the	Nordic	School	of	Public	Health,	Gothenburg.	In	2011	he	
returned	to	Aarhus	University,	since	2018	as	an	emeritus	professor.		

From	 2006-2018,	 Anders	 Foldspang	 spearheaded	 and	 chaired	 the	 ASPHER	 Core	
Competency	 Programme,	 building	 and	 editing	 ASPHER’s	 European	 List	 of	 Core	
Competences	for	the	Public	Health	Professional,	since	2008	together	with	Chris	Birt	and,	
later,	 Robert	 Otok.	 Backed	 by	 ASPHER’s	 membership,	 it	 gave	 substantial	 support	 to	
demonstrate	what	a	public	health	professional	should	know	and	be	able	to	do,	within	all	
major	 parts	 of	 the	 public	 health	 discipline.	 The	 2011	 edition	 was	 endorsed	 by	 all	
European	 WHO	 member	 states	 as	 the	 basis	 for	 public	 health	 education	 and	 further	
editions	were	published	in	2016	and	in	2018	The	fact	that	it	continues	to	be	used	today	
is	 a	 tribute	 to	 his	 lasting	 and	 sustainable	 contribution	 to	 public	 health	 teaching	 and	
practice.		

In	 2005	 Anders	 Foldspang	 together	 with	 ASPHER	 Director	 Thierry	 Louvet	 started	
ASPHER’s	European	MPH	Programme.	He	was	the	first	editor	of	ASPHER’s	40th	and	50th	
anniversary	books	(2006,	2016).	In	2013	he	initiated	ASPHER’s	Honours	Committee	and	
was	its	first	lead	during	four	years.	In	recent	times,	he	continues	to	actively	engage	in	the	
ASPHER	 COVID-19	 Task	 Force	 and	 published	 on	 the	 role	 of	 European	 Schools	 and	
University	Departments	of	Public	Health	in	the	response	to	COVID.		

During	 many	 years	 he	 was	 socio-medical	 advisor	 within	 the	 municipality	 and	 later	
research	consultant	at	the	Rehabilitation	and	Research	Center	for	Torture	Victims	(RCT),	
Copenhagen.	Following	initial	work	together	with	colleague	Svend	Sabroe,	on	mapping	
the	history	of	disability	assessment	since	the	viking	ages,	his	research	has	focused	mainly	
on	population	and	clinical	epidemiology	and	health	services	research,	including	the	use	
of	multiple	logistic	regression	within	a	number	of	themes.	In	2018	Professor	Foldspang	
was	awarded	an	honorary	fellowship	of	the	UK	Faculty	of	Public	Health.	His	publication	
record	is	commendable	with	a	Google	Scholar	h-index	of	37,	and	i10-index	of	65	and	over	



5,000	 citations,	 thus	 demonstrating	 national	 and	 international	 visibility	 within	 and	
outside	the	scientific	community.		

Prof	 Foldspang	 has	 received	 several	 outstanding	 distinctions	 including:	 Knight	 of	 the	
Royal	Danish	Order	of	the	Dannebrog	®;	Honorary	Fellow	of	the	Faculty	of	Public	Health	
of	the	Royal	Colleges	of	Physicians	of	the	United	Kingdom	(Honor	FFPH);	and	Fellow	of	
the	Royal	College	of	Physicians	of	Edinburgh	(FRCPE).		

In	2020	Anders	Foldspang	published	a	68	page	book	for	4-8	year	old	children	concerning	
a	flying	birthday	cake	‘Lagkagebogen’	(The	Birthday	Cake	Book).	Text	and	illustrations	by	
himself.		
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